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About the National Land  
& Water Resources Audit

The National Land & Water Resources Audit 

(‘the Audit’) provides data, information and nation-

wide assessments of Australia’s land, water and 

biological resources to support sustainable 

development. It commenced in 1997 and published 

the first set of detailed assessment reports in 2002.

The Audit (2003–08) has six key areas of activity:

n	 developing a consistent national reporting 

mechanism for collating natural resource 

information collected under the National 

Natural Resource Management Monitoring 

and Evaluation Framework

n	 collating information to support the national 

State of the Environment (SoE) reports

n	 developing nationally consistent, but regionally 

relevant integrated resource condition reports

n	 facilitating reporting on the ongoing collection 

of natural resource information for key theme 

areas, including those related to the National 

Natural Resource Management Monitoring 

and Evaluation Framework

n	 reporting on national data and information 

management (in collaboration with ANZLIC 

— the Spatial Information Council)

n	 developing national assessments (as requested) 

and supporting program evaluations.

For further information see http://www.nlwra.gov.au

About the Invasive Animals 
Cooperative Research Centre

The Invasive Animals Cooperative Research 

Centre (IA CRC) was funded by the Australian 

Government in 2004 and builds on the strong 

foundation provided by the previous Pest Animal 

Control CRC. The IA CRC aims to counteract the 

impact of invasive animals through the development 

and application of new technologies and by 

integrating approaches across agencies and 

jurisdictions. Through the IA CRC, participants 

from research, industry, environmental, commercial 

and government agencies work together to create 

and apply solutions for invasive animal threats.  

A total of 41 organisations are participating in 

the Invasive Animals CRC. By combining national 

and international skills in science, management, 

commerce and industry, this unique partnership 

will deliver the means to combat existing high-

profile invasive animal pests that have the potential 

to cause catastrophic impacts in the future.

The IA CRC aims to:

n	 develop new tools and strategies to control 

invasive animals

n	 develop new services to take more effective 

action against invasive animals

n	 advance understanding of the nature and 

behaviour of Australia’s invasive animals

n	 build greater capacity to anticipate, detect, 

prevent, limit or manage the impacts of 

existing or new invasive animals.

For further information see  

http://www.invasiveanimals.com
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Foreword

The report identifies the need to:

n	 implement consistent monitoring techniques  
to measure change in pest populations

n	 develop mechanisms to monitor and respond  
to new pest incursions

n	 include new and emerging species, as well as 
alien fish species, in monitoring and reporting 
activities and in future assessment reports

n	 conduct further research to identify the magnitude 
of impacts of invasive animals in Australia and to 
improve tools and techniques to monitor impacts

n	 collate information on investment and 
management activities, the impacts of species  
on assets, and the effectiveness of management

n	 develop a national information system for invasive 
animals that addresses the needs of each state 
and territory, and provides detailed and 
consistent reporting

n	 continue coordinated efforts between governments 
at all levels, research, industry groups, suppliers of 
innovative control technologies, landholders and 
the broader community to address the escalating 
problems caused by invasive animals in Australia.

The Audit Advisory Council and the Invasive Animals 
Cooperative Research Centre view this report as  
a substantial contribution to information regarding 
natural resource management in Australia.

Geoff Gorrie	 Tony Peacock 
Chair,	 Chief Executive, 
Audit Advisory Council	 Invasive Animals 	  
	 Cooperative  
	 Research Centre 
	

Invasive animals cause enormous damage to Australia’s 
economy, environment and society. Assessing Invasive 
Animals in Australia 2008 presents, for the first time, 
consistent national information on the distribution and 
abundance of significant invasive animals in Australia.

This report is the result of collaboration between 
the National Land & Water Resources Audit, the 
Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre, and 
all states and territories. It reports on indicators of 
the extent and impact of 10 invasive animal species, 
which have been compiled from existing datasets 
using nationally agreed methods. Where available, 
information on trends was collated and reported, 
and potential distribution information was modelled 
for species that are still spreading.

The work is an important step in laying the foundations 
for ongoing monitoring of invasive animals — and this 
ongoing monitoring should be an essential component 
of all future programs that invest in controlling these 
invasive species.

Key findings presented in the report include:

n	 Invasive animals are a national issue because  
they inhabit all areas of mainland Australia and 
many islands.

n	 About 73 invasive animal species have established 
wild populations in Australia and several inhabit 
over 70% of the continent.

n	 Invasive animals are estimated to cause losses  
in excess of one billion dollars per year through 
environmental and economic damage.

n	 Invasive animals are listed in the top three greatest 
threats to threatened species and ecosystems, 
and they continue to colonise new areas.

n	 Many species are already widespread and 
established; however, new and emerging pest 
species, particularly alien fish, could establish  
wild populations, and managers must remain 
vigilant for possible incursions.
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